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16 SEP 1971

Even though we included with our
report of significant things which
occurred during your leave a numbexr
of the Agency memos to
Mr. Rehnqguist, we thought it might he
useful for you to have an overall
status report. The attached is such
a report and claborates the
declassification aspect of the
Rehnquist Committee activities which
did not appear in the earlier
paperwork.

In the latter connection I
mentioned at the Morning Meeting on
23 August this potential declassifica-
tion requirement. The Director
agreed that we should size our
problem but make no judgments or
commitments or Agency action. As
the attached indicates we did a rough
cut through consultations with
records and administrative officers
and the manpower time ecstimates in
the O/S paper constitutes the best
estimate which could be produced
without embarking on a huge research
project.

(signed) John W. _Coffe?

john ¥. Coffey

Approved For Release 2004/06/29 : CIA-RDP84-00780R004300060031-7




/s 71/~ 308
Approved For Release 2004/06/29 : CIA-RDP84-00780R004300060033-7— ~-~-wsecnm-mman-]

- FOR OFFIGIAL USE ONLY

14 SEP 1971

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Support

SUBJECT : Status Report on Items Under
Ceonsideration by the Rehrnquist
Committee

1. This memorandum is for your information only.

2. You requested a general status report on the progress
made by the Rehnquist Committee on the revision of Executive
Order 10501 and the parallel considerstions on declassification
of historical documents as directed by the President, Such a
report is attached.

3. You will be advised when further significant develop-
ments occur,

STAT

Howard J. Osboro

Jj,v Director of Security
Atiachment

Status Report

Distribution:
QOrig - Return to 08
1- D/DCI/NIPE
@ DD/Support
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STATUS REPORT ON ITEMS UNDER CONSIDERATION BY THE
BEHNQUIST COMMITTEE

The Rehnquist Committee was established in January
1971 by Dr. Henry A, Kissinger. Its charter was to consider the
revision of Executive Order 10501 entitled "Safeguarding Official
Information in the Interests of the Defense of the United States (as
amended), ¥ The Committee iz chaired by Mr. Willlam H. Rehnquiat,
Assistant Attorney Ceneral, Office of Legal Counsel, Department
of Justice, and has members from the Department of State, Depart-
ment of Defense, the National Security Council, the Atomic Energy
Commission, and the Central Intelligence Agency. The work of
the Committee was materially accelerated by the advent of the
disclosure of the "Pentagon Papers' on the history of the Vietnam
War, In July, the Committee met with the President. Durimg that
meeting, the President directed that recommendations be formulated
on the declassification of documents involving “orld War I, the
Kerean War, the U-2, and the Cuban crisis. The Committee is still
in the process of developing such recomumendations.

Additional emphrsis was put on the declassification problem
after a press conference was held by Mr. John D. Fhrlichman and
Jehn Dean, Counsel to the President, on 12 August 1971. The
entire press conference dealt with the revision of Executive Order
10301 and the President's decision to request funds to speed the
declassification process of papers dealing with historical events.
The historical events enumerated were world War II, the Korean
War, the Lebanon action, the Bay of Pigs, and the Cuban missile
crisis,

During the press conference, Mr, Ehrlichman commented

on the criteria for declassification. He said that "'the release of the
documents will not jeopardise current intelligence sources, ' nor
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will it "imperil our current relationes with other governmests, or
seriously and needlesaly embarrass individuals who are foreign
citizens, "

A paper dealing with the declassification problem was
submitted to the Rehnquist Committee by the Department of State
member, The paper, on which the Chairman requested comments,
recommended acceleration of the publication of the unclassified
historical volumes "Foreign Relations of the United States™ pub-
lished by the Department of State. The time lag in this publication
is mow twenty-five years. The recommendation provides that this
lag be reduced to twenty years within the mext five-year period.

The added cost is estimated at $185, 000. 00 per year. The paper
farther recommends sgainst the "White Paper" approach to declassi-
fication of the more recent historical occurrences mentioned above.
This recommendation recalls the China "White Paper" of 1949

which itself became the center of controversy and oaly whetted the
demand for fuller documentation. The State Department member
also recommended that each clansifying agency prepare a progrem
for adopting, not later than 1976, a twenty-five-year rule for the
"opening of their files of all but the most privileged categories of
infermation {e.g., covert intelligence; personnel), "

Since the State Department paper was a unilateral input,
the CIA member submitted his comments to the Chairman, On the
question of opening of files, a2 position was taken that "intelligence"
in its broadest sense be exempted rather than '‘covert intelligence"
as mentioned in the paper.

1f a White House decision is made to declassify documents
and open files on an accelerated basis, manpower requirements
throughout the government will be significant. The Department of
Defense estimates that ite review of records for declassification
through the Korean War would cost $20, 000, 000, 00, If a ten~yenr
rule were adopted, the Department of Defense estimates it would
require a thousand people nine years to perform the review task,

mx780R004300060031 -?




Approved For Release Z?ﬁﬁOWE?l'Eilﬁ[Rﬁ%?-ﬁNETOO43000GOO31-7

The Chief, Support Services Staff, DDS, estimates that a
review of CIA documents for possible declassification covering the
historical events identified by the President would, as a minimuain,
require a twenty-man team five years to complete,

As of this time, no recommendations have been made by
the Rehnguist Committee.

Conceraing progress on the task for which the Committee
was originally established, a working draft of the proposed rewvision
of Executive Order 10501 has now been developed. This draft is
still in the process of revision. The Deputy Director for Support
has been kept apprised of the developments along the way, In
addition, significant considerations have heen coordinated variously
with the Intra-Agency Security Committee, the D/DCI/NIPE, the
Office of the General Counsel, the Office of the Legislative Counsel,
and in one significant aspect with the Security Committee of USIE.
That itern dealt with an effort by the Agency representative to 1ift
the problem of protection of intelligence sources and methods to
Exscutive Order status. The proposals in this connection are still
under active consideration by the Committee and have not as yet
besn attacked by any member of the Committee or the Chairman.

Saveral other principles of importance to the Agency have
been adhered to throughout the deliberations. In this connection,
strong efforts are being made to:

&, Exempt "sensitive intelligence and information
involving intelligence sources and methods” from
automatic declassification;

b, Require review of classified documents before
declassification;

e, Require concurrence of the originating agency
before declassification; and
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d. Foster efforts of the Office of the Ceneral
Counsel, through his steady and effective
imput, to achieve desirable legislation and
develop appropriate sanctions for violations
of the provisions of the proposed Order.

As soon as differences in views on the current draft have had
Committee consideration and firmer determinations are made, the
Deputy Director for Support and other appropriate Agency officizls
will be advised of any significant problems. They will also be kept
advised as zdditional significant developments occur i» other areas
of consideration by the Committee.

ClA Member
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FI1LEgS
8 SEP 1971

MEMORANDUM FOR: Me. wWilllam H, Febuguist
Chairman, fecurity Peview Commitiee

SUBJECT i Declassification end Release of the
Cificial Record of Major International
Ewants Since 194%

1. Thir memeorsadam presents views on Bill 2lair's paper
on “Declassification snd Relesse of the COfficial Record of Major
Intersational Events Simce 1945, " At this polsi they are my swa
and have sot besn coervdissied within the sgescy. 1 will de se vhes
a fiemer commitiee position i reached,

Z, From the broadest stapdpeint, 5ill's approsch is
reasonable and rocognines the magnitude of the declassification
problom particularly ae the thme frame is narrewed,

3. The part of the paper which presents problems o as
is the refarsncs o "Cpening of Files. ° The apening of filesx is
basically coniradiciory 10 the conduct of an intelligencr organization,
snd this bar horome well undsratond and secepted particularly by
the scademic conumenity. Public disclorure of such & pelicy weald
be beoth unwise and detrimoental in the long ren. Our curvest experi-
ence shows that we are atlll making “hits ' eack day a8 we check the
old O58 Rles acenmalated during the carly 1940%.

4. 1 wenld, therelore, saggeect that the paper exclude
intelligence is 1t broadest rense. In this context, the parenthesis
in the recommendation on page 5 would read: “(e. 3., intelligence:
pereonasl). * This would be in conformity with the categories of
privileged papers ideatified earller in paragraph 5.

14 Memmber
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cer Mr.
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Howard C. Brown, Jr., ~ AFC
Joseph J, liebling - Defense

willlam D, Blakr, Jr. - Htate
Thomas E. Latimer ~ NSC
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SUBJECT: Declassification and Release of the Official Record
of Major International Events Since 1945

CONCURRENCES:

SIGNED 8 SEP 1971

Lawrence R Houston Date
General Counsel

GNED
81 ' 8 SEP 1971

John W. Coffey Date
Deputy Director
for Support

Distribation:

Orig & 1 - Adsge
1 - AEC
1 - Defense
1 - State
1 - N8C
1 =~ General Counsel -
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